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upon Am(,um on Sept. 11.

History has not changed, Terror
is ot new and America has not
suddenly  become  vulnerable.
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* policies had supported the Shah’s

brutal regime for a generation.
When Castro took over Cuba, we
labeled m as the enemy because
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By Rob Hunden

There is  a
debate raging ap
north, and it
outcome will af-
fect the econom-
i¢ vitality of the
entire  Hoosier
state {or decades
to come.

It is a long-

Hunden

rianing “debate that is populated

by the captains of industry and
political heavyweights. The con-
testants in the ring are Chicago
and Peotone, I, and Gary, Ind.

Milwaukee and Rockford are

- jockeying for Gary's posilion,
Standing in the corners are the
governors of Indiana and Hlinois.
In row one: a cadre of politicos
from throughout the Midwest as

Corrections

Mayor Richard M. Daley K
partnering with Gary’s ai
good strategy because Gary can act as
Midway has, as a reliever airport for
the regmn ’s air trafl ic ...

Despite the energy and effort,
nows that nothing has changed.
I’pOPt is a of Gary have formed an allidnce
during the stiuggle. Mayor
Richard M. Daley knows that part-
nering with Gary’s airport js a
good strategy because Gary can
act as Midway has, as a reliever
airport for the region’s air traffic,

well as the Bush administration,
The prize: Chicago’s third airport.

Al issue is how to address the
congesied air traffic in the Chica-
go region hat has forced gridlock

and stunted economic growth not

only in Chicago, but in secondary
markets throughout the Midwest.
Even as the tragic events of Sept.
11 have curtailed near-terin busi-
ness and leisure travel, long-term
relief and investment rermain an
essential priority.

As early as

Mayor Daley—Richard J—sug-
gested a thifd airport o meet the
exploding detmand. In the 33 years
since, massive political capital has
been expenfled by the c¢ity of

Chicagoins
O'Hare. In
of political i

has marshaled resources o sup-

port a spraw
airport in Pe
of Chicago

perhaps obviating the need for a
brand-new massive intertiational
airporl to compete with ("' Hare,
There are numerous reasons
why political forces in Indiana
should do alt they can to ensure
the development of Gary-Chicago
Airport (GCA), as il is now
known, For a relatively small price
tag, GCA could expand to handle
more traffic than Midway Airport,
which already boasts more traffic
. than Indianapolis International. 1t

See VIEWPOINT page 20A

1968; (fhicag,o’s {irst

1ppott of an expanded
ronirast, a generation
caders in Springfield

ing new international
ptong, 40 miles south
off Interstate 57.
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is also 20 miles closer 1o the Loop than is
Peotone and is centrally located 1o serve
the 3 million people of northwest Indiana,
south and east Chicagoland, and Michi-
ana. And the economic benefits 1o the
region and state are enormons.

Let’s remember what made this state
the economic powerhouse it was and is
today: its central location and subsequent
transportation network. If Indiana is
going 1o go boldly forth in the high-tech
age, it will be on the low-tech infrastruc-
lure of easy access and transporiation
through the state. That means we should
be owl fromt when it comes to the devel-
opment of airports, high-speed rail and
interstate fravel.

BEven if an expanded O’Hare or o new
Peotone were approved today, it wouid be
up to 10 years before the improvements
would be completed. During that time, air
traffic and the Dbusiness it brings 10 the

“region will have shifted to other growing

hubs like Denver, Minneapolis, Atiaa
and Dallas, It also gives other Midwestern
markets like S0 Louis, Detroit and Mil-
waukee the time jo expand their airports.
Gary can expand much more quickly.
“1U’s not as if Indiana would be entering
uncharted terrilory in using the Gary air-
port to serve the farger Chicago market.
Througheut the couniry, several airports
have had tremendous success in capturing
the economic riches of neighboring states
or communities (hat failed 1o act boldly
on transportation planning. Look at the
successful models that exist: Baltimore-
Washington Airport in the D.C. market-

place; Newark, Islip and White Plains in
the Mew York market; and John
Wayne/Orange County in the southern
California market.

Why does it take the mayor of Chicago
fo say Gary’'s airpoit should be the thivd
airport for the region or that rail links
shouid be extended 1o the airport, so pas-
sengers can easily access the. Loop from
Gary? Shouldn’t Indiana be doing the
heavy lifting? As a state, Indiana bas
demonstrated little forward thinking when
it comes o developing s transportation
network compared with neighboring states.

Paolitically, the governor of Illinois has
becen a much stronger advocate for his
state’s interests than Indiana Gov, Frank
O'Bannon has been for Gary. Indiana

needs united and strong leadership on this

issuc. What's ‘good for “da-region” is
good for Indiana. The complete buildou

of GCA over five years will cost $645
million (in 2004 dollars), compared with
the $4 billion to $10 biltion for either the
O’Hare or Peolone schemes, The cost for
GCA’s first phase, which would expand
critical elements and show that the state
is serions, is a paltry $63 million.

The state could and should pet behind
Gary-Clicage Adrport now. Let ns be
bold politically and creative (inancialiy,
et us enable the creation of a world-
class aisport, In so doing, we will help
solve a palional air traffic problem, stabi-
lize northwest Indiana, boister state cof-
fers and capture a warket thal has been
going across the border for decades.

Huniden worked in economic develop-
ment for the Indianapoiis Bond Bank
under former Mayor Stephen Goldsmith
and is now a project director for CH.
Johnson Consulting Inc. in Chicago.
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